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Any person aggrieved by this Order-in-Appeal may file an appeal to the appropriate authority in
the following way :-
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Appeal To Customs Central Excise And Service Tax Appellate Tribunal :-
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Under Section 86 of the Finance Act 1994 an appeal lies to :-
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The West Regional Bench of Customs, Excise, Service Tax Appellate Tribunal (CESTAT) at O-
20, New Mental Hospital Compound, Meghani Nagar,Ahmedabad — 380 016.
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(i) The appeal under sub section (1) of Section 86 of the Finance Act 1994 to the Appellate
Tribunal Shall be filed in quadruplicate in Form S.T.5 as prescribed under Rule 9(1) of the
Service Tax Rules 1994 and Shall be accompany ed by a copy of the order appealed
against (one of which shall be certified copy) and should be accompanied by a fees of Rs.
1000/- where the amount of service tax & interest demanded & penalty levied of Rs. 5 Lakhs or
less, Rs.5000/- where the amount of service tax & interest demanded & penalty levied is is
more than five lakhs but not exceeding Rs. Fifty Lakhs, Rs.10,000/- where the amount of
service tax & interest demanded & pe alty~la ied is more than fifty Lakhs rupees, in the form of
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crossed bank draft in favbur of the Assistant Registrar of the bench of nominated Public Sector Bank
of the place where the bench of Tribunal is situated.
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(iii) The appeal under sub section (2A) of the section 86 the Finance Act 1894, shall be filed in
Form ST-7 as prescribed -under Rule 9 (2A) of the Service Tax Rules, 1994 and shall be
accompanied by a copy of order of Commissioner Central Excise (Appeals)(OlA)(one of which shall
be a certified copy) and copy of the order passed by the Addl. / Joint or Dy. /Asstt. Commissioner or
Superintendent of Central Excise & Service Tax (OIO) to apply to the Appellate Tribunal.
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2. One copy of application or O.I.O. as the case may be, and the order of the adjudication
authority shall bear a court fee stamp of Rs.6.50 paise as prescribed under Schedule-I in terms of
the Court Fee Act, 1975, as amended.
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3. Attention is also invited to the rules covering these and other related matters contained in the
Customs, Excise and Service Appellate Tribunal (Procedure) Rules, 1982.
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4, For an appeal to be filed before the CESTAT, it is mandatory to pre-deposit an amount
specified under the Finance (No. 2) Act, 2014 (No. 25 of 2014) dated 06.08.2014, under section 35F
of the Central Excise Act, 1944 which is also made applicable to Service Tax under section 83 of the
Finance Act, 1994 provided the amount of pre-deposit payable would be subject to ceiling of Rs. Ten
Crores,

Under Central Excise and Service Tax, "Duty demanded"” shall include:
(i) amount determined under Section 11 D;
i) amount of erroneous Cenvat Credit taken;
iii) amount payable under Rule 6 of the Cenvat Credit Rules.

= Provided further that the provisions of this Section shall not apply to the stay application
and appeals pending before any appellate authority prior to the commencement of the
Finance (No.2) Act, 2014.
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4(1) In view of above, an appeal against this order shall lie before the Tribunal on

payment of 10% of the duty demanded where duty or duty and penalty are in dispute, or
penalty, where penalty alone is in dispute.
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ORDER IN APPEAL

| M/s.Cliantha Research Ltd.( earlier known as “M/s -B.A.Research
Ltd.), Opp. Pushpraj Towers, Nr. Judges Bunglows, Bodakdev,
Ahmedabad-380 054 (STR No. No. AACCB 4535 AST001) (hereinafter
referred to as ‘appellants’) have filed the present appeals against the
Order-in-Original number SD-04/26/AC/2016-17 dated 14.03.2017
(hereinafter referred to as ‘impugned orders’) passed by the Asst.
Commissioner, Service Tax Div-IV, APM Mall, Sattellite, Ahmedabad
(hereinafter referred to as ‘adjudicating authority’).

2.1 The facts of the case, in brief, are that, appellant, is having their
subsidiary company abroad viz. M/s Hill Top Purchaser, USA for which
appellant had acted as Guarantor on' borrowing loan from BOB.
Appellant had raised debit notes of Rs. 39,39,320/- ( USD 77,000) and
Rs. 33,12,079/- (USD 45,895 + 15,000) dated 31.03.2012 and
31.03.2013 respectively for period 2011-12 and 2012-13 respectively,
on M/s Hill Top Purchaser, USA to-ward Corporate Guarantee fees
@1% for loan amount. Therefore appellant had provided the service
classified under category of “Banking and Other Financial Service”
classified u/s 65(105)(zm) of FA, 1994. Appellant had shown
commission income of Rs.. 39,39,320/- in FY 2011-12 and Rs,
33,12,079/- in FY, 2012-13 in their A/c and had not paid service tax

on it.

2.2 Appellant was of view that Banking and financial Services u/s
65(105)(zzk) are covered under rule 3(iii) of Export of Taxable Service
Rules and recipient of Service is located outside India, therefore, it is
export of service, resultantly, they are not required to pay service tax.
Department was of view that service of Guarantor was provided in,
Gujarat, India, it is not export of service and appellant had provided
the intermediary services in terms of Rule 9 of Place of Provisions
Rule, 2012 (POPR, 2012),. SCN dt. 22.06.2015 for recovering Amount
for Rs. 8,15,123/- [Rs. 4,05,750/- FY 2011-12 & Rs. 4,09,373/- for
2012-13], was issued.
Rule 9 of POPSR, 2012 is reproduced as below-

"9, Place of provision of specified services.-

The place of provision of following services shall be the

location of the service provider:- &
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(a) Services provided by a banking company, or a
financial- institution, or a non-banking financial
company, to account holders;

(b) Online information and database access or retrieval
services;

(c) Intermediary services;

(d) Service consisting of hiring of means of transport,

upto a period of one month.”

2.3 Demand of Rs. 8,15,123/- for period 2011-12 & 2012-13 was
confirmed u/s 73(1) r/w 68 of FA, 1994 and it was ordered to recover
with interest u/s75 FA, 1994. Penalty of Rs. 8,15,123/- and Rs.
10,000/~ was imposed u/s 78 and 77(1)(a)/77(2) of FA, 1994,

3. Being aggrieved with the impugned order, the appeliants
preferred an appeal on 08.05.2017 before the Commissioner Appeals
(Ahmadabad) wherein it is contended that -

I. Service tax has been demanded on ground that we have
provided Banking and other financial services, defined u/s
65(12) r/w section 65(105)(zm) of FA, 1994. As per department
it is taxable falling u/r 3(1)(ii) of the Export of service rules,
2005 as existed prior to 01.07.2012 and rule 9 of POPS, 2012
effective fr.om 01.07.2012.

II. A close scrutiny of definition of “Banking and other financial
services”, will clearly réveal that the person, providing such
service must be Banking Company or Financial Institution or
Nen- Banking Financial Company or any Body Corporate or
Commercial Concern, authorized to provide Bankirig and
other Financial Services. Since we are not authorized Financial
Institution, we are not liable to pay service tax.

III. Assuming without admitting that it is “Banking and other
financial services” still does not attract any service tax being
export of service in terms of Export of service fules, 2005 as
existed prior to 01.07.2012 and POPS, 2012 effective from
01.07.2012.

IV. Service provided is covered under rule 3(1)(iii) of the Export of
service fules 2005 as existed prior to 01.07.2012. Service
provided is to person out@e Incha\and payment being received

Vr»
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in foreign currency, it
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no service tax is payable. For period after 0}1.07.2012, if the
service provided is taken as “Banking and other financial
services”, then it should be claséifiable under rule 3 of POPSR,
2012 and place of provision of service is the location of service
recipient, which is our subsidiary company, located in foreign
country. Therefore no service tax is payable for period- after
01.07.2012 also.

4, Personal hearing in the case was granted on 14.11.2017. Shree
Sandeep Patel, CA, appeared before me and reiterated the grounds of
appeal.

DISUSSION AND FINDINGS

5. I have carefully gone through the facts of the case on records,
grounds of appeal in the Appeal Memorandum and oral submissions

made by the appellants at the time of personal hearing.

6. Both pre-négative periods i.e. prior to 01.07.2012 -and post-
negative i.e post 01.07.2012 are covered in this case. I shall first take

up pre-negative period.

7. Pre-negative period i.e. prior to 01.07.2012

Adjudicating authority has concluded that corporate guarantee
agreement has been stamped and stamp duty has been paid to
Government of Gujarat on 23.10.2010, therefore service as Guarantor
were provided in India. Further it is concluded that it is intermediary
service. I find that service rendered is not “*Banking and other financial

services”, they are not authorized to provide Banking and other
Financial Services. I find that ultimate beneficiary of service is

located in non-taxable territory but the service is performed in taxable
territory. Further regarding classification of sérvice, I agree with the
adjudicating authority that they are providing intermediary service.
Definition of at rule 2(f) of Place of Provision of Service Rules-2012 is
as below-.

“(f) intermediary" means a broker, an agent or any other

‘person, by whatever name called, who arranges or -

" facilitates a provision of a service (hereinafter called the g’

'main’ service) betweerrEme g
€5 onTRAL 53y, el

rJnore persons, but does not
(%

Qy, 9,

T CGMM/SS,
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include a person who provides the main service on his

account.”

8. I find that place of performance of service is identifiable i.e. in
taxable territory, therefore it is not export in terms of rute 3(1)(ii) of
the Export of service rules, 2005 as existed prior to 01.07.2012.
Appellant has contested that it is export of service under rule 3(1)(iii)
of the Export of service rules, 2005. I find that rule 3(1)(iii) is not
applicable as location of performance of service is identifiable.

9. Provision of Corporate Bank Guarantee service by appellant to Bank
on behalf of foreign subsidiary proves that service is provided and
performed in India; therefore it can not be termed as export of
service. Performance of service is deciding factor for taxation. My view
is supported by decision in case of MICROSOFT CORPN. (I) (P) LTD.
[2009 (15) S.T.R. 680. (Tri. - Del.)]. Said judgment has been affirmed
by Delhi HC [2009 (16) STR 545].

10. Para 26 of decision in case of MICROSOFT CORPN. (I) (P) LTD.

[2009 (15) S.T.R. 680 (Tri. - Del.)] is reproduced as below-
"26. The circulars hold that location of service receiver is
relevant factor to decide export of service under Rule
3(1)(iii) of Export of Services Rules, 2005. This does not
rule out that when ultimate outcome of service Is
consumed in India, the service exhausts or extinct thereat
without being capable of exported, losing its utility.
Performance of service being deéisive for taxation
and to decide taxable event and incidence of tax, export of
service pleaded by the appellant is inconceivable.”

In view of above I hold that service rendered by appellant is not
export and further hold that it is taxable for perlod prlor to
01.07.2012. I up hold the .OIO as far it relates to period prlor to
01.07.2012.

i1. Post-negative period i.e. prior from 01.07.2012

SERVICE tax is now payable on all services rendered in the taxable
territory except the servnces/asmme\fmned in the negative list and

WIRAL Gs
“

& §7 f Service tax. Therefore

those granted exemption

classification of service is i : that service rendered by
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dppellant is neither included in negative list of service provided under
66 D of the act and nor it is exempted.

12. The essence of Service tax in post‘negative period is that a
service should be taxed in the jurisdiction of its consumption. The new
charging section, Section 66B of the Finance Act, enables taxation of
such services as are prbvided in the taxable territory. Thus, the
services that are provided in a non-taxable territory would not be -

chargeable to Service tax.

13. At this juncture it, therefore, becomes essential to determine the
"place” where the services have been provided or deemed to have
been provided or agreed to be provided or deemed to have been
agreed to be provided. I find that service is provided in India as stamp
duty is paid in India and also it is executed in India, as discussed

earlier in forgoing paras.

14. As per section 66B of Finance Act, 1994, service tax is payable
if service is provided in a taxable territory. The Place of Provision of
Service Rules (POPS) are primarily to determine whether or not service

is provided in ‘taxable territory’.

15. The Place of Provision of Supply Rules, 2012 (POPSR) introduced
with effect from July 1, 2012 vide Notification No. 28/2012-ST dated’
June 20, 2012 replaces the erstwhile Export of Services, Rules, 2005
and Taxation of Services (Provided from outside India and received in
India) Rules, 2006. The POPS rules are relevant for export of service
but these rules themselves to not determine whether service is

‘export’.

16. For period after 01.07.2012, adjudicating authority has concluded
that appellant is neither financer nor borrower but merely guarantor,
therefore their role is of intermediary in procuring Banking and
financial services for their overseas subsidiary company. Said activity
of providing corporate guarantee by them are covered under
“intermediary service” as déﬁned u/r 9 of POPSR, 2012, and
accordingly the place of provision -of service is place where
Intermediary is Jlocated. Appellant being intermediary and being
located in India, they are}ag-lggtﬁg-r service tax. %
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17. Appellant has claimed that it is export of service to their recipient
subsidiary company as remittance has been received in foreign
currency. I do not agree to'this as all conditions, given in rule 6A of
service tax rules, required to qualify service as “exports”, are not
satisfied. As per rule 6A [ as inserted w.e.f. 1-7-2012] of service tax
rules, the six essential conditions are to be fulfilled to be considered as

export service:

a. It must be a service under sub -section 44 of section 65B. in
other words, service shall not be covered under negative list of
service provided under 66 D of the act.

b. The service provider must be located in taxable territory i.e.
India. |

c. The service receiver is located outside India.

d. The payment for such service is received by the service provider
in convertible foreign exchange.

e. The place of provision of the service is outside India as
per the place of provision of service rules,2012.

f. The service provider and the service receiver are not merely -

establishment of a distinct person i.e. branches of assessee in

two different tax jurisdictions.

Since the place of place of provision of the service is within India as
stamp duty is paid and stamp is executed in India., it can not be
termed as export of service for period from 01.07.2012. I hold that
service tax is correctly demanded for period from 01.07.2012.

18. Appellant had suppressed the facts by not obtaining service tax
Registration, not mentioning in ST-3 returns and not paying service
tax, therefore, I agree that, adjudicating authority has correctly
invoked extended period u/s 73(1), has correctly confirmed the
demand of Rs. 8,15,123/- with interest u/s 75 and has correctly

imposed penalty Rs. 8,15,1'23/7 ' u/s 78 and Rs. 10,000/-77 of 'FA,'
1994, I uphold the OIO, as far as it relates to issue regarding above

corporate Bank Guarantee.

19. In view of above discussion and findings, I reject the appeal filed
by appellant.
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20. The appeals filed by the appellant stand disposed off in above

terms. .
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(R.R. PATEL)

SUPERINTENDENT (APPEAL),

CENTRAL TAX, AHMEDABAD

To,

M/s.Cliantha Résearch Ltd

Opp. Pushpraj Towers,

Nr. Judges Bunglows,

Bodakdev, Ahmedabad-380 054

Copy to:

1) The Chief Commissioner, Central Tax, Ahmedabad.

2) The  Commissioner  Central  Tax, GST,  Ahmedabad-
South,,Ahmedabad-.

3) The Additional Commissioner, Central Tax , GST South, Ahmedabad
4) The Asst. Commissioner, GST Ahmedabad-South., Div-VI,
Ahmedabad-1I.

5) The Ass’t. Commissioner(System), GST, Ahmedabad- South, Hg,
Ahmedabad.

\_-6yGuard File.

7) P.A. File. |

A
od ?',:.ﬂcﬁ?
,8225 NTRAL ¢
v@c‘c —— T8>







